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Office of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo

Perry B. Duryea State Office Building

250 Veterans Memorial Highway, 2A-1

Hauppauge, NY 11788

Attention: Ms. Theresa Santoro, Suffolk County Regional Representative

RE:  Gyrodyne
Dear Ms. Santoro:

| am forwarding a letter from Ms. Sally Lynch, a resident of the Village of Head of the Harbor, as well as a
letter by myself to the Mr. Edward R. Wehrheim, Supervisor of the Town of Smithtown. Both letters are in
support of more appropriate uses for the Gyrodyne property than a commercial office development.

The Gyrodyne property is the last large piece of undeveloped land in our community. Frankly, the
Gyrodyne property can become a “destination” for the St. James community that will create value as an
open space park with varied uses such as an equestrian center. What is planned for the property is an
office park development which is inappropriate for many reasons that have been voiced by many
members of the community as well as political leaders representing the nearby districts. An office park in
our community will be out of place with the existing farms, vineyards and winding historic country roads
and the impacts will be destructive and lower value.

Mrs. Lynch has many years of experience and can speak clearly about the many benefits of supporting the
equestrian industry including the economic benefits. At present owners of horses and stables are
migrating to southern states where they are welcomed.

I am asking the Governor for someone at the State level to listen to our objections to a commercial office
project on the Gyrodyne property and also to listen to our ideas about an open space park with an
equestrian venue that will be so positive for our community.
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Hon, Edward R, Welirheim, Town Supervisor
Smithtown Supervisor's Office

99 West Main Street

P.C. Box 575

Smithtown, NY 11787

Re:  Gyrodyne subdivision, SCPC File No. 1178
Dear Supervisor Edward R. Wehrheim:
‘The Gyrodyne Flowerfleld property is the last chance for an open space public park in St. James.

This letter is 2 follow up to my letter to the County Planning Commission and my testimony at the May 5,
2021 Commission’s meeting regarding the proposal for commercial development of 75 acres of land along
the border of our Village. The Village of Head of the Harbor website, www.HeadoftheHarborN'Y. gov,
includes a Gyrodyne page of correspondence regarding this unwelcomed proposal.

In our message to the County Planning Cominission, we suggested an open space park would be
preferable to our community, A commercial development in a historic corridor, next to farms and a nature
preserve, is inappropriate. The Planning Commission disregarded our testimony.

We still haven’t gotten the message across, We request your help,

The residents of St. James would truly benefit from an open space park at Flowerfield in St. James. The
benefits of an open space park, as opposed to a commercial office development, are well known to
everyone, so I'l just summarize here.

A park provides space for community residents to interact with each other and to meet new people, It is a
great,space for events and for people to engage in recreational activities, This allows for the development
of a sense of community. A park is a perfect place for a picnic, a concert, a farmers market, walking
trails, a car show or whatever a community feels it needs. People want to live near a park end a park
increases property values.
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A park protects natural ecosystems. Natural habitats for many different animals are protected and air
poltution is removed by trees. Trees also collect stormwater and limit erosion damage to our Harbor.

Open space improves our physical and psychological health and makes our neighborhoods more attractive
places to live. Being outside and playing in nature is crucial for the healthy development of children, A
park also provides great opportunities for parents to bond with children and for children to make new
friends in the neighborhood. :

Should these 75 acres be considered for park':l'and' here are some additional thoughts.

I picked up the Sunday NY Times and on page one there was an article about the changing population
demographics. The Times headline is the “World is facing a long slide in its population.” Census data
shows the rate of population growth has slowed significantly. Global communities are facing population
stagnation with more deaths than births, This trend will reduce the workforce and increase the number of
retirees. The Times reports Germany has thousands of properties that are no longer needed. These
properties have been razed with the land turned into parks. In our country the ratio of workers to
Medicare eligible use to be 15 to one. The ratio a few decades from now will be closer to one to one.
Without & surplus of young people to carry the load, economies will have to adjust.

Add in the changes brought about by Covid-19, and retirees moving south to escape the high cost of
living in New York, and you have to question the wisdom of building more office buildings and start
thinking about alternative uses, Notice that Stony Brook University slowed down their development -
plans for the Gyrodyne property they took in 2006.

Another piece of mail came fo my house last weelk, the Smithtown Recreation Program Guide.

Smithtown has an extensive system of well-maintainéd parks, but I looked for open space parlcs near S,
Jemes for trail walking and found nothing. 1 looked for horseback riding and found it promoted” in the
Recreation Program Guide on page 33 where it says: “Breathe in the fresh air and feel the stress disappear
a8 you en_;oy an hour long, horseback ride in the beautiful, trancuil Connetquot River State Park
Preserve.”  But not in St. James, and not even in Smithtown, the horse farm is in Central Islip.

The most fabulous park owned by Sm1thtown, with history, nature, concerts, trails, sporté and farm
education Is the 136-acre Hoyt Farm. But the Hoyt Farm is located in South Commack near the
Northern State Patkway and is over 20 minutes, without traffic, from St, James.

We have noticed that some residents of St, James have found a private park nearby with nature and trails.
Avalon Park located in Head of the Harbor is a popular place for St. James residents, Parking is along
Mair Street in Stony Brook and is free. Some St, James residents also park at Deepwells and walk or
tide bikes along the shady, winding country roads of Head of the Harbor, Both groups frequent the shops
and restaurants in Stony Brook Village, However, the on-street parking limits the number of visitors
and their own open space park in St. James would be a welcomed improvement for the residents.

)
L also point to the 2011 Suffolk County Equestrian Task Force Report whxoh galns relevancy should
Flowerfield become an open space park. This detailed report was the result of much effort by county
legislators, the directors of county planning, parks recreation, farm bureau and other. leadership. Public
meetings and public hearings were held and research of the equine industry in Suffolk is included in the
report by the task force.
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The report points out the challenges that are severely impacting the ability to continue the equine industry
in Suffolk County, Lack of equestrian venues and a limited irail network were pointed out as chailenges
as was the need for funding of equine educational programs, The task force recognized the need to create
a fuil-service county equestrian center to help foster the industry’s growth, Without the venues and
support the equestrian industry will continue to migrate to Virginia and North Carolina. Such a sad
thouglt as we have equestrian history in the Smithtown community going back to the “gilded age”.

There was a driving park on Edgewood Avenue and Fifty Actes Road primarily used for harness racing.
The Smithtown Hunt and the polo club tiders also made use of the driving park, Famous trotting horses
such as Lady Suffolk, Baronward, and Snowman, were well known bringing fame to St. James,

The Flowerfield property s large enough to handle a county equestrian center as well as provide space for
equestrian evetits similar to the Hampton Classic. Imagine a St. James Classic horse show and how it
would put St. James on the map as a destination. Living locally in our community are people who have
the expertise to put on an equestrian event.

An equestrian center with horse trails is just one example of what could be done with the 75 acres as an
open space park. By using our imagination, the wonders of having an open space patk vital to our
quality of Iife here in St. James can come to reality.

This is the l[ast chance for an open space public park in St. James. Thank you for your consideration.

Very, truly yours,

https://www.scnylegislature.us/DocumentCenter/View/3 105/ Suffolk-County-Equestrian-Task-Force-
Report-PDF

e Hon. Mario R. Mattera, NYS Senator, 2™ Senate District of New York
Hon, Lee Zeldin, Congressman, 1% District of New York
Hon. Steve Englebright, Assemblyman, Assembly District 4
Hon. Michael J. Fitzpatrick, Assemblyman, Assembly District 8
Hon. Stever Bellone, Suffolk County Executive
Supervisor Edward P. Romaine, Town of Brookhaven
Hon. Beard of Trustees, Village of Head of the Harbor
Ms. Gloria Rocchio, President at Ward Melville Heritage Organization
i Ms. Sara Lansdale, Suffolk County Director of Planning
Mr, Peter A. Scully, Deputy Executive, Suffolk County
Dr. Sally Lynch, Director, Old Field Farm Equestrian Park
Ms. Katharine Griffiths, Director, Avalon Nature Preserve



From: Sally Lynch Lynch@gainv.com
Subject: Gyrodyne: potential equestrian use
Date: Jun 25, 2021 at 2:55:07 PM
To: EDW@smithtownny.gov .
Cc: DOUGLAS DAHLGARD (doug34@optonline.net)

doug34@optonline.net

Supetvisor Edward R. Wehrheim
Town of Smithtown

99 West Main_Street
Smithtown, NY 11787

June 25, 2021
Dear Supervisor Wehrheim,

After several conversations with Mayor Doug Dalhgard, | am writing you on behalf of Long
Island's Equestrian constituency to express the need for an equestrian venue as it could
relate to the possible alternate uses and the future of the Gyrodyne Property. As way of
background, | created and operate a charity (Old Field Farm, Ltd.) at historic Old Field Farm
County Parkland for the past 23 years. Through our efforts with Suffolk County Department
of Parks, the facllity-once severely dilapidated, is functional and home to five United States
Equestrian Federation sanctioned shows, two USEF sanctioned Dressage Shows and four
unrecognized Schooling Shows-an outcome no one thought was possible. We also host a
variety of community and cultural events as it relates to equestrian interests and the history
of the Farm and our general area. A virtual visit to the Farm and our project to restore and
operate the parkland is attached. | hope you find it interesting. :

Old Fieid Farm must function under a variety of constr-gints that have been imposed on the
facility over the years. We are currently operating at maximum capacity and cannot expand
our program offerings or show dates for a variety of reasons.

Long Island’s Equine constituency truly needs more venues to operate and flourish. The
industry is more robust that most people realize and imparts an economic impact to local
and expanded communities (See attached Hampton Classic economic impact report). It
represents an industry that indirectly keeps open space intact and imparts a benefit to our
real estate values.

Doug Dahlgard’s suggestion of a parkland at Gyrodyne is so fitting. Years ago, | was
approached by a well-known horse show manager to host a rather large United States
Equestrian Federation show that served as a prelude to the Hampton Classic. Unlike early
days of Old Field Farm, this show was too large for Old Field to take on due to existing
constraints we must function within. | had reached out to officials to see if Gyrodyne could
serve as a site and a meeting was arranged. Unfortunately the meeting never happened
due to show manager, not the officials. There was great enthusiasm from those in the riding



community who were aware of this possibility. A parkland that could host perhaps one large
show a year, might generate meaningful revenue (stated as over $13M in direct revenue for
Hampton Classic as per attached report) for the Town and for local businesses in the
community. There might be heavy traffic for cne week or less for the year but [ would guess
one week of traffic with a good financial outcome would be more pledsing to residents over
suffocating traffic and loss of precious open space to development. | have attached the
economic impact report generated by the Hampton Classic for your perusal. The rest of the
year the parkland could serve other community uses and remain open space.

In our community, we have the talent and experiise in place to execute and may evenbe -
able to enhance and repackage some existing United States Equestrian Federation Horse
Show dates in our line up into a more economically robust format when relieved of the
existing constraints at Old Field Farm. Our area has an important legacy and tradition in
Horse Sports no doubt. Smithtown is known as a “horse friendly townsh|p” Yes |t would
take some trme to burld reputatrcn and revenue recognltlon for sure.: .

A Suﬁ‘olk County Equestnan Task l“orce was assembled about ten years ago and their frnal
report indicated that an additional Equestrian Center Show grounds, etc. was sorely needed
among its other recommendations. Flower Fields Fairgrounds central location on the island
and convenrent access off of 25A makes it very desrrable R :

The Long Island Horse Busmess was charactenzed some time ago by Long Istand Busrness
News as a “sleeper Industry” that flies under the radar that remains largely unnoticed due to
zoning ordinances; including highly variable regulations irt some instances that discourage
people from accurately reporting horse counts. The industry was characterized as
contributing to the economy in a meaningful way in this article. This industry keeps open
space open and there are attractive atiributes as characterized by our local real estate |
industry who consistently list “nearby Horse Properties” as a bensfit. A“Horse Census and
‘associated econornic impact study” is definitely needed and this census was also
recommended by the Task Force t have started to address this need with colleagues

Smrthtown has a strong legacy in Long lsland 5 equestnan hlstery and contmues to support
a robust equine population. We need to have prudent plan to keep our community tranquil,
pastoral and above all be respected for the beauty and history it offers. | thank you for taking
the time to read this correspondence and please know ! am happy to provrde more follow
up lnformal::on should you require it. Thank you for your censrderatron :

With respect



Sally A. Lynch, Ph.D,

917 816 5529
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ECONOMIC IMPACT ESTIMATION
- 2019 Hampton Classic Horse Show

 Fhe following caleulation of the potential econamic {npaet of the Famploa Classie is sade
using nuuleiphiers which are generally secepted iu the equine bulustry. These partieutar formulas
werse provided by Equine Episades(e), 1212 Aubwin Road, Locke, WY 13092,

Partiviprnts” Eeomnmie Inspact:

Nuttibier of harses b, 408
# People per horse a8
Total Peaple with horses 4,200
Piays on groueds il
Paopbe Days at the Clavgie 33,600
Typical per diem cost %5200

TOTAL PARTICIPANT IMPACT % 6,720,000
FLES

Participant weekly spending in focal commmnity above
andl trayomd per dieon costs e, shoppieg) @ $ 300 $ 1,260,000

Audicnes spending on tekets, progrums,

vendar items, gas, totels, restaurants, shoppiiig

baged an 20,000 unigue spectators during the

week 5204, § 4,000,000

Hasmyptor Classic budget items spent lovally $ 1,620,000
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